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CHAPTER-10 
mi fu o s’ ko kn  v kSj  n sg kr  

l j d kj h v fHky s[ kksa d k v / ; ; u  

COLONIALISM AND THE COUNTRYSIDE 

Exploring  Offic ia l Arc hive s 
 
 

Q. 01. Wha t a re  the  pro ble ms of using  offic ia l sourc e s in wirting  

a bout the  history of pe a sa nts.  

 

Anns. Fo llo wing  a re  the  p ro b le ms in using  o ffic ia l so urc e s in 

wo rking  a b o ut the  histo ry o f p e a sa nts : 

 

(i) The re  a re  o ffic ia l so urc e s a nd  re fle c t o nly British 

o ffic ia l c o nc e rns a nd  inte rp re ta tio n o f a ll e ve nts 

fro m the  o utlo o k a nd  a ng le s o f the  Eng lish. Fo r 

e xa mp le , the  De c c a n rio ts c o mmissio n wa s 

sp e c ific a lly a ske d  to  jud g e  whe the r the  le ve l o f 

G o ve rnme nt re ve nue  d e ma nd  o f the  c a use  o f the  

re vo lt.  

(ii) Mo st o f the  e ve nts, re vo lts a nd  ha p p e ning  ha ve  

b e e n p re se nte d  in a  b io se d  ma nne r. The  c o lo nia l 

G o ve rnme nt a nd  o ffic ia l ha d  the ir o wn p o litic a l, 

e c o no mic , re lig io us, c ultura l a nd  so c ia l inte re st. The  

ha d  a lwa ys trie d  to  p re se nt p ic ture  o f Ind ia n 

So c ie ty p e o p le  tra d itio n c ulture  a nd  e ve n the  

a c hie ve me nts. 

(iii) The  so urc e s ha ve  b e e n p re se nte d  a nd  re c o rd e d  

b y suc h c le ve r a nd  na ug hty p e o p le  who  ha ve  

inte ntia lly p re se nte d  thing s with fa lls e vid e nc e s a lso . 

Fo r e xa mp le , the  De c c a n Rio t C o mmissio n a lte r 

p re se nting  a ll the  find ing s with suc h e vid e nc e s 

whic h wa s utilize  to  g ive  a uthe nc ity to  the  re p o rt o f 

the  c o mmissio n. The  c o mmissio n ha s p re se nte d  this 

fa b ric a te d  fa c t the  G o ve rnme nt d e ma nd  wa s no t 

the  c a use  the  p e a sa nts a ng le s. It wa s the  
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mo ne yle nd e rs (a g a in Ind ia n) who  we re  to  b la me s 

suc h a rg ume nt is fo und  ve ry fre q ue ntly in British 

c o lo nia l re c o rd s. This sho ws tha t the re  wa s a  

p e rsiste nt o n the  p a rt o f the  c o lo nia l g o ve rnme nt to  

a d mit tha t p o p ula r d isc o nte nt wa s e ve r o n 

a c c o unt o f G o ve rnme nt a c tio n. 

(iv) Offic ia l re p o rts, thus a re  inva lua b le  so urc e s fo r the  

re c o nstruc tio n o f histo ry. But the y ha ve  to  b e  

a lwa ys re a d  the  c a se  a nd  just o p p o se d  with 

e vid e nc e  c a lle d  fro m ne wsp a p e rs, uno ffic ia l 

a c c o unts, le g a l re c o rd s a nd , whe re  p o ssib le , o ra l 

so urc e s.  
 

 

 

Q. 02. Wha t ste ps take n by the  British Ea st India  Compa ny to  

c ontrol the  Zamindars ?  

 

Anns. The  British Ea st Ind ia  Co mp a ny to o k the  fo llo wing  ste p s 

ma inly to  ma inta in its c o ntro l o ve r the  Za mind a rs. 

 

(i) The  za mind a rs’  tro o p s we re  d isb a nd , c usto ms, 

d utie s a b o lishe d , a nd  the ir c utc he rie s (Co urts) 

b ro ug ht und e r the  sup e rvisio n o f c o lle c to r 

a p p o inte d  b y the  c o mp a ny.  

(ii) The  p o we r to  d e live r lo c a l jud g e me nt wa s a lso  

ta ke n a wa y fro m za mind a rs. In fa c t za mind a rs ho ld  

the ir c o ntro l a nd  le a d e rship  thro ug h lo c a l c a ste  

a nd  o the r p a nc ha ya ts. The y lo st the ir p o we r to  

o rg a nize  lo c a l p o lic e . O ve r time  the  c o lle c to ra te  

e me rg e d  a s a n a lte na tive  c e ntre  o f a utho rity, 

se ve re ly re stric ting  wha t the  za mind a r c o uld  d o .  

(iii) In c a se  a  Ra ja  (p o we rful za mind a rs) fa ile d  to  p a y 

the  la nd  re ve nue , a  Co mp a ny o ffic ia l wa s sp e e d ly 

d isp a tc he d  to  his za mind a ri whic h e xp lic it 

instruc tio n “ to  ta ke  c ha rg e  o f the  Distric t a nd  to  use  

the  mo st e ffe c tua l me a ns to  d e stro y a ll the  

influe nc e  a nd  the  a utho rity o f the  za mind a r a nd  his 

o ffic e rs.  
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(iv) So me  o f the  sc ho la rs b e lie ve  tha t so me  tro ub le  

c re a te rs we re  a lso  use d  a s to o ls to  re d uc e  the  

influe nc e  o f Ra ja hs. Fo r e xa mp le , whe n the  

za mind a r d e sp a c tc he d  the ir a mla h (c o lle c to r o f 

re ve nue  o r re p re se nta tive  o f za mind a r). So me  

na ug hty p e o p le  use  to  c re a te  p ro b le m fo r 

za mind a rs. So me  ryo ts d e lib e ra te ly d e la ye d  

p a yme nt. Ric h ryo ts a nd  villa g e  he a d me n jo te d a rs 

a nd  ma nd a ls-we re  o nly to o  ha p p y to  se e  the  

Za mind a r in tro ub le . The  za mind a r c o uld  the re fo re  

no t e a sily a rre st his p o we r o ve r the m.  
 

 

 

Q. 03. Why was the  jo te nda rs a  powe rful fig ure  in ma ny a re a s 

of rura l Be ng al ?  

 

Anns. The  jo te d a rs a  p o we r fig ure  in ma ny a re a s o f rura l Be ng a l 

b e c o me  while  se ve ra l Za mind a rs we re  fa c ing  a  c risis a t 

the  e nd  o f the  18th c e ntury, a  g ro up  o f ric h p e a sa nts 

we re  c o nso lid a ting  the ir p o sitio n in the  villa g e s. Fo r 

e xa mp le , in rura l a re a  o f No rth Be ng a l we  g e t re fe re nc e  

a b o ut a  ric h c la ss o f p e a se nt the y we re  kno wn a s 

jo te d a rs.  

 

 Cause s : 

 

 

(i) b y the  e a rly nine te e nth c e ntury, jo te d a rs ha d  

a c q uire d  va st a re a s o f la nd -so me time s a s muc h a s 

se ve ra l tho usa nd  a re a s. 

(ii) The y c o ntro lle d  lo c a l tra d e  a s we ll a s 

mo ne yle nd ing , e xe rc ising  imme nse  p o we r o ve r the  

p o o re r c ultiva to rs o f the  re g io n 

(iii) A la rg e  p a rt o f the ir la nd  wa s c ultiva te d  thro ug h 

sha re  c ro p p e rs (a d hiya rs o r b a rg a d a rs) who  

b ro ug ht the ir o wn p lo ug h, lo b o ure d  in the  fie ld , 

a nd  ha nd e d  o ve r ha lf the  p ro d uc e  to  the  jo te d a rs 

a fte r the  ha rve st.  
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